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plained of " the indecent, I might almost say infamous
way in which England treated him/'1 Yet he might have
recalled his own suggestion of 1761 that England should
make a separate peace. Moreover, since the fall of Pitt,
he had shown himself a most intractable ally, always ready
to follow his own course, and he had not only refused English
mediation in his struggle with Austria, but had also shared
in intrigues in England against the power of Bute. Further,
England had overthrown the Coalition against which the
Alliance had been primarily formed, and even to the end
had used her diplomatic resources to secure favourable
terms for him. So, though the British Government took its
own course, and though the former good understanding with
is justified, Russia had come to an end, it would be mere exaggeration
to accuse it of deserting its ally. Frederick's real cause of
but Bute's complaint lay not in England's desertion of him, but in the
way in which the abandonment was effected: in the course of
the protracted peace negotiations, Bute treated Frederick
with unjustifiable suspicion and secrecy, rather than with
the candour and frankness due to even a peevish ally.2
England . The success of Great Britain can hardly be overestimated,
She had enhanced her prestige a hundredfold; she had over-
thrown French maritime power, and, as the result of the first
serious struggle for colonial and commercial supremacy, had
secured a dominant position. The chief glory of England's
brilliant conduct of the War undoubtedly belongs to Pitt:
he had dominated the stage of politics, and in four years of
outstanding statesmanship had made acquisitions for English
power of pre-eminent importance. In 1763, despite her
hesitant irresolution at the Peace, England stood out as one
of the chief commercial nations and as the first colonial power
of the world.
1 Camb. Mod. Hist:, vol. vi.» p. 422.
a For a careful analysis of the Peace of Paris, see Chapter XVII.,
Camb. Hist, of Brit. Emp,, vol. i» by Dr. H. JVL V. Temperley.

